
BCITRA 2017 AGM HIGHLIGHTS! 

The BCITRA AGM took place on Wednesday, March 15th.  If you were there, you know 
we had a great time; if you didn't make it, here's what you missed: 
 
It is said that ‘one picture speaks a thousand words’, so the AGM photos have been 
uploaded to the BCITRA website, and they speak volumes!  Have a look - Photos from 
2017 Annual General Meeting 
  
There's renewed interest and energy in our Retirees’ Association, with much 
accomplished over the past year, and new irons in the fire for the next... these photos 
are testament to the growth of participation and activity. 
 

President Gordon Farrell chaired the AGM, and welcomed four new members to our 
Board of Directors, Brian Antonson, Jacquie Champion, Colleen Fostvelt, and Gabriel 
Yam.  They join Gordon, Derek Knox, Randy Robinson, Donna Foster, Larry Dea, 
Lynda Bennett-Retei, Bob Wagner, and Karen Cresswell, who return for another year of 
service. 
  
Guest speakers provided compelling information on growth opportunities at BCIT. Lara 
Johnson, associate vice president of Marketing and Communication, profiled the new 
'image' for BCIT, employing a new logo and a striking yellow 'brand colour' (page 2) , 
now appearing in the current marketing campaign that sets us apart from other BC post-
secondary institutions. 
  
VP of Advancement, Paul McCullough talked about some exciting capital investments, 
including a major electrical infrastructure expansion and a $100 million capital campaign 
focused on a campus rebuild. 
  
Chair of the Board of Governors, Jack Davidson, himself a grad from 1969, talked about 
work toward the long-awaited Trade Centre and Health Sciences buildings. 
  
Mark Costales of Johnson Inc., profiled opportunities for retirees to acquire travel and 
home insurance through them, which then returns a dividend to our Association. Three 
members walked away with door prizes, courtesy of Johnson, and Chris Barnard won 
two tickets for our April 2nd Retirees luncheon at the Burnaby Palace, a favourite dining 
spot for many BCIT people over the years. 
  
Karen Cresswell brought us up-to-date on many advances in our membership 
operations, reporting that digital communications are emerging as our primary method 
of getting information out about our Association. Membership dues can now be paid 

quickly and efficiently through PayPal and membership applications can now be 

processed online as well as through traditional means. We have more accurate contact 
information for members. More colourful and informative newsletters are now coming 
out, we're participating in the Council of Senior Citizens’ Organization (COSCO) health 
and wellness seminars on seniors issues, we have new office computer technology and 
hardware, and we have WiFi available on campus for members.  A new information 
brochure is now in circulation, we have improved coordination and contact with BCIT 
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departments, and we're setting new priorities for attaining short, medium, and long term 
goals. 
  
Lynda and Donna reported on fellowship activities, including our newsletters, COSCO 
health and wellness seminars, social activities, and other events.  
  
We heard that our BCITRA Bursary Fund, managed by the BCIT Foundation, is 
continuing to grow. 
  
Two of our long serving Board members, Karl Boerner and Murray Sharp, received 
certificates of appreciation for their dedicated work over many years. 
  
Every association has a 'desired outcome' from their AGMs, usually focused on seeing 
that operations are moving forward in a positive direction, with growth happening, new 
concepts being embraced, and progress being made.  It's obvious our BCIT Retirees’ 
Association is healthy in all ways, and our future is bright.  Take a look at the photos, 
and if you haven't been active in the Association to date, consider joining many former 
colleagues as we maintain contact with all our campuses, because we're The R.E.D. 
Team:  “Retired, Extremely Dedicated”!  
 

Gordon Farrell 
President 
BCITRA 
email: info@bcitra.ca 
 

 

Who are we? 
 

We are the focused. The driven. 
Those who need to understand. 

 

We are the ambitious. The entrepreneurial. 
Those who never stop innovating. 

 

We are the initiators. The uncompromising. 
Those who know it can be done sustainably. 

 

We are the relentless. The inspired. 
Those who have conquered the complexity. 

 

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA 
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

EDUCATION 
FOR A COMPLEX WORLD 
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